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Dear Rose Friends
Today is the first day of autumn and it is time to start thinking ahead for the 
next season including your soil health and what to do with your rose garden in 
the 23/24 season. Graham Wright offers us some sound advice on page 2 of this 
newsletter. 

Autumn is of course a wonderful time for beautiful roses and rose shows. 
The Camden Country Show on the 24-25 March is a great opportunity to try your 
hand at exhibiting. Details are on page 5 and remember that Graham and Janet 
Wright will be behind the scenes to help all beginners to stage their roses 
successfully. Have a go!

Our NSW Rose Society State Council is in dire need or our assistance. 
Details about the functions of the NSW Rose Society State Council and its 
essential role in our Macarthur Rose Society are on Page 4. 

One of our long standing members, 
Mark McKenzie, who is a qualified 
horticulturist and did his apprenticeship at 
Tim’s Garden Centre, is now offering 
garden services. Details of what Mark can 
help you with are on Page 3. 

Our Neutrog orders will be arriving soon 
and I have detailed the most up to date 
information for you in the column at left. 
Please volunteer to help with distribution 
and be ready to collect on short notice. I 
apologise for the short notice but there 
seems to be no other way to organise 
around the delivery challenges. Many 
thanks to Chris Vine for once again offering 
us a venue to pick up our Neutrog orders. 

Please note that we have no storage capacity at this venue so orders need 
to be picked up the day that you are allocated. Many thanks in anticipation of 
your help to make this delivery go smoothly for us all. 

Our next meeting will be held at Mrs Irene Vitocco’s residence. We last 
visited here in July 2022 when we pruned the roses. This will be a great 
opportunity for us to see the results of our work. Mrs Vitocco will supply 
afternoon tea. The details of the venue were emailed to you with the agenda.

Our top exhibitors will guide you through the garden to advise you on what 
the roses should look like when you pick for special occoassions or to exhibit 
your roses in any competition or exhibition.  

Enjoy your autumn roses Judith

Neutrog 
Update

Neutrog have advised that 
the truck has finally left the 
Adelaide warehouse today. 

Usually it takes approximately 
10-12 days after the truck leaves 
Adelaide for it to be delivered. 
However this is not certain and 
there are no guarantees as to when 
it will arrive. But it should be soon!
 
There will be short notice for pick 
up of the order when it does arrive 
in Sydney. 

Volunteers will be needed to 
assist with the distribution as I 
cannot do it on my own. 

If you are able to assist with the 
distribution of the order, please 
contact me on M: 0410 444 562 or 
by email at 
macarthurrsociety@gmail.com. 
Distribution usually takes two to 
three hours.  

Image Above: Holy Toledo is a 
miniature rose with orange/apricot 
flowers with a blush of red. It has a 
vigorous habit. Miniature roses are 
great for growing in pots and giving 
colourful displays.



Cultural Notes

Fortunately our Summer has not been as hot as is 
often the case and our plants have had a chance to make 
some progress. Already the odd blooms that are 
appearing have rich colours.  Roses that are faded in the 
heat will be several shades darker in coming weeks. In 
short, good times are just around the corner.

Years ago, Eric Welsh, one of the greats of the 
exhibiting world in the ‘70s and ‘80s told me that the 
secret to growing good roses was water, water and more 
water.  It is fair to say that we have become very 
responsible with our water usage in modern times but it is 
still possible to keep our gardens well-hydrated. Plants 
are largely composed of water. Irrigation specialists are 
able to offer us many options to attain maximum results. 
Soaker hoses and drip systems are two alternatives.

There is nothing to beat the hand-held hose. You can 
be precise with the amount of water supplied and drop it 
in the right spot. I am not here to promote certain brands 
but I must say that the Hoselink systems have made life 
much easier for us. None of that running back and forth to 
the tap is needed. 

The other advantage with hand-watering. Our powers 
of observation have a chance to kick in. Pet dogs and 
cats get attention every day and it should be the same 
with our roses. Whilst watering our climbers this morning I 
noticed eaten leaves and terminal shoots and discovered 
caterpillars. I was able to squash them with my fingers 
but if I see more there in coming days I will use some 
Dipel which is user-friendly. Because the climbers are a 
bit out of the way it had been a few days since we looked 
at them. Needless to say we have looked at the other 
roses to make sure that they are okay. 

 

By now I hope that you have been able to feed and 
mulch your plants. However, it is not too late to apply 
Sudden Impact and other products. We can hope to harvest 
blooms well into May so we must stimulate the roses. Foliar 
feeding has continued to gain in popularity as the nutrients 
are absorbed by the leaf system. Neutrog has produced 
liquid forms of the solid fertilisers. Have a good look at the 
Neutrog newsletters which are available to all members. 
You should all be members of the Pooh-Bah Club.

Preventative spraying for blackspot and powdery 
mildew should be continued. Years ago I gave up using 
chemical sprays and now use Eco-Carb, Eco-Oil and e-
Seaweed. The latter is available as Acadian in a larger 
container and is 100% seaweed concentrate from Canada.

Your plans for changes to your garden for the 
2023/2024 seasons should be well underway. Rose 
nurseries seem to sell out of certain cultivars much earlier 
than they used to, so order as soon as possible. Down 
through time it has been the custom to name roses after 
prominent people and events and that continues but just 
make sure that, in your eyes, the quality of the rose 
matches the quality of the person. Alister Clark, our most 
famous Australian rose breeder, named many roses after 
ladies. Nancy Hayward and Lorraine Lee are two which 
have stood the test of time but others are long forgotten.   

Don’t be afraid to remove roses which are not 
productive. We need to maximise the space in our 
gardens. Sometimes pruning is best done with a spade!

I would like to take this opportunity to mention two 
other matters. As a Past President of The Rose Society of 
NSW I find it distressing that we were not able to fill all of 
the vacant positions at the recent State Council AGM. Our 
organisation has a long and rich tradition which has 
supported rosarians for 110 years. With a current 
membership of over 700 we should be able to continue.

If circumstances permit I would recommend that you 
give serious consideration to attending the National Rose 
Convention in Perth in October. The WA people have 
developed a lovely program and we will have the 
opportunity to see places which are not available to the 
general public. I can assure you that any first timers will be 
especially welcome. 

Best wishes to all rosarians, GRAHAM



News and Notes

Spring Rose Show
Our spring Rose Show is looking for a venue as Mater 
Dei are unable to host us this year. 

Do you know of any local school that will be holding a fete 
or similar event on either 7-8th October or 4-5th 
November 2023? Please contact me if you know of such 
an event.  

It is important we hold our show every year. We have not 
held one since 2019 due to Covid-19 restrictions and the 
delayed International Conference and Convention that 
was held last Spring in Adelaide. 

However, this year we must hold a show. Promoting the 
rose through the holding of exhibitions and competitions 
is one of the requirements of our constitution. This 
supports the ongoing development of the rose, 
encourages other people to share our love of the rose 
and provides opportunities for our members to 
demonstrate how the best roses can be grown and 
displayed. 

In addition, our annual rose show is an important 
fundraiser and membership drive opportunity. It also 
gives us a chance to work together on a shared purpose - 
our love of the ROSE.

FUN FACT?
In ancient times, the rose was the favourite flower of the 
Roman goddess Venus. In modern times it is the most 
popular and well loved flower across the world. The red 
rose in particular is the most popular because it is 
considered to represent loyalty and passion.  

Help in the Garden
Recently one of our members, Mark 
McKenzie began offering selected 
gardening services. You may remember Mark as 
our guest speaker at our August 2022 meeting.

Mark is a qualified horticulturist who has spent many 
years as the head gardener for Mr and Mrs Tegel in 
Cobbitty. This is a very large landscape garden and 
Mark and Mrs Nola Tegel have turned it into a 
magnificent showcase including the planning, design, 
installation and care of a traditional Knot Garden. 

Mark has teamed up with his ex-colleague James to 
offer some specific services. Mark and James worked 
together at Tim’s Garden Centre in their younger days. 
They do not  generally offer lawn mowing but they do 
offer those specialist, expert, services that need 
someone to know what they are doing such as:

🌳

 hedge trimming

🎋

pruning (including rose pruning)

🍀

garden design and installation.

🌿

Understanding the local landscape.

Mark can be contacted on 0438 076 007. Mention to 
Mark that you belong to the Rose Society when you 

Photo above: Kardinal is a hybrid tea bred by Kordes. Superbly 
formed pure scarlet with such heavy substance that it seems to take 
forever to become full blown. It is beautifully formed, high centred 
and has a long vase life. Its perfume is low but the other qualities of 
this rose make it a must have for all red rose lovers.  

Gyganic is a great 
fertiliser for fruit 
trees. Regularly 
applied over the 
growing season wil 
ensure that the fruits 
form well and grow 
to a great size while 
retaining their 
flavour and shape. 

Fruit trees require 
constant feeding to 
fruit well.

Image above: A traditional Knot Garden



Special News To obtain these benefits we must keep the State 
Council functioning and meet all our statutory 
requirements. If the State Council cannot function it 
means that the Macarthur Rose Society will be required 
to carry out all these administrative tasks and the 
associated costs ourselves. 
 
At the NSW Rose Society AGM of 19th February, 
many office holder roles were unfilled including the 
essential roles of Secretary, Rose Journal Editor, 
Historian and other roles. If we cannot fill the role of 
Secretary, the State Council will not be able to legally 
function. 
 
Currently there are nearly over 700 financial NSW 
Rose Society members, this includes the 80+ Macarthur 
Rose Society members. I am requesting that you all 
consider the advantages for us to be part of the NSW 
Rose Society and contemplate that the Rose Society is 
only as good as the people who volunteer and keep it 
running. It cannot run on its own, it needs volunteers. 
 
As part of that, a big THANK YOU to Maureen 
Thackeray for her willingness to volunteer to keep the 
State Council running. At the AGM Maureen volunteered 
to once again take up the role of State Subscription 
Secretary as no one else was prepared to volunteer. 
This is one of the key roles that the 
Office of Fair Trading requires us to 
have filled to keep functioning and 
legal. 
 
Maureen has already volunteered 
in this role for over eleven years 
and passed it onto another person 
several years ago. However she did 
not hesitate to take it on yet again to 
keep the NSW State Council 
functional.  

The secretariat role was unable to 
be filled at the AGM. We have put 
in place several temporary 
arrangements to keep the NSW 
Rose Society functional while we 
search for a new secretary. Our 
need is urgent. 
 
Remember we are the Rose 
Society - lets keep it functioning for 
us all. If you are prepared to assist 
or know anyone who may be able to assist please 
contact me directly to discuss on M: 0410 444 562. 

 NSW Rose Society 
As advised at the last Macarthur General 
meeting the NSW Rose Society administrative 
body – the State Council held its statutory 
required AGM on Sunday, 19th February.

The State Council carries out many essential 
functions for the Macarthur Rose Society and the eight 
other associated Rose Societies in NSW.  Due to our 
affiliation/incorporation with the governing NSW Rose 
Society we obtain the following benefits and cost savings
 

🌹

Share the costs of our public liability and other 
insurances and legal liabilities over nine regions.

🌹

Carries out statutory reporting to the Office of Fair 
Trading about office holders, membership and other 
administrative matters.

🌹

Operates the position of  Public Officer for all 
the nine regions.

🌹

Hosts the judging panel that sets the standards, 
identifies the best roses for NSW and trains the Rose 
Judges supports the Rose Consultants.

🌹

 Collectes and maintains the Subscription List which is 
a legal requirement. 

🌹

Publishes the quarterly Rose Journal which has been 
in abeyance for over 12 months due to no one 
volunteering to be the editor. 

🌹

Has a Rose Society historian that manages and 
collates our records.

🌹

Negotiates and maintains the very beneficial contract 
we have with Neutrog.

🌹

Manages and operates the NSW Rose Society 
website.

In short the State Council keeps all the Rose Societies 
in NSW  functional and legally sustainable with costs and 
efforts spread across nine regions. The State Council has 
enormous benefits as it speaks for over 700 rosarians. 



Rose and Garden 
Autumn Tasks
Soil that is properly prepared will always give you 
good rewards and this is good garden practice. As time 
slips away, it is easy to forget that our roses are using all 
the good stuff we carefully provided during rose bed 
construction. Weather, particularly the heavy rain we 
have encountered over the last three years, leaches out 
nutrients and organics break down.

Earthworm activity is a good indicator of healthy soil. 
New organic material should be added at least yearly to 
maintain a level where roses thrive. Whether you use 
good compost or manures organics, enrich the soil, keep 
the good bacteria and worms active and provide a happy 
environment for high quality roses to grow. A top dressing 
of organics twice a year is not a big order. 

One of the most important aspects of growing roses 
is the pH of the soil in which they are grown. The pH is 
a reading of the relative acidity or alkalinity of your soil. 
The lower the number the more acidic the soil; the higher 
the number, the more alkaline the soil. The pH is 
important because rose roots cannot absorb nutrients 
from a soil that is too acidic or too alkaline. The desired 
PH for roses to thrive is between 6.5 and 6.9 which is 
slightly acidic.

There are two simple ways to test your soil, one is 
with a soil testing kit and the second is with a pH Meter. 
Both can be purchased at a good hardware store or 
garden centre. The important thing when testing soil is to 
get a truly representative sample. This can be achieved 
by taking samples from different parts of the garden bed 
at varying depths (i.e. 1cm ->20cm).

If your soil is too acid (i.e. lower than pH 6.5) you can 
bring it up by using dolomite. The amount to be added will 
vary with the type of soil and the degree of acidity. 
Dolomite slowly dissolves in the growing medium over 
time, helping o counteract the acidifying effects that some 
fertilizers and/or irrigation water can have on the growing 
medium. Dolomite also supplies roses with calcium and 
magnesium that is good for healthy growth.

New organic material should be added at least yearly 
to maintain a level where roses thrive. Whether you use 
good compost or manures organics, enrich the soil, keep 
the good bacteria and worms active and provide a happy 
environment for high quality roses to grow. A top dressing 
of organics twice a year is not a big order. Attention to 
good gardening basics is vital to the health of your roses, 
and gives you better pleasure.

Dead heading your roses in early autumn will produce 
a beautiful flush of flowers around Easter time. Simply 
prune back to a swollen bud, at a five or seven leaf 
leaflet, hand span length from the top of a lateral. This will 
produce blooms in around seven weeks’ time.

Fertilizing of the bushes should cease in early April. 
This is to encourage the bushes into dormancy and 
prepare harder stems for winter pruning. Liquid 
applications to potted roses are optional at this time.

Camden Country Show
The Camden Show is being held on 24-25th March and is 
a great opportunity to try out exhibiting roses at a 
comfortable and relaxed show. It is an opportunity to 
support your local show especially after the repeated 
cancellations of the last 3-4 years. 

There are several classes that novices can enter to start 
to learn about exhibiting. For example, you can enter 
Class 475, is the Novice Class. Only one rose is required 
to enter this class. This is the same as what we have on 
our show bench. It can be any sort of rose as long as it is 
one rose. Remember to take off the bud but not until 
show day.

Class 473 is three exhibition roses Not Necessarily 
Distinct or NND. This means they don’t have to be the 
same, although theyu can be. They just have to be three 
exhibition roses. Remember that all exhibition roses are 
Hybrid Teas but not all Hybrid Teas are exhibition roses. 

When you pick remember: the stems should be 
approximately 20-25cms long, take off the prickles, leave 
some leaf if you can, pick a couple of days before the 
show and store in the refrigerator at a temperature 
between 5-8C with frost cloth covering. Prepare your 
roses the night before the show.

DON'T FORGET TO ENTER THE SHOW before Monday 
20 March. You must have your entries on display before 
8:00am on 24th March at the Camden Show Grounds. 

Graham and Janet Wright will be there to assist you to 
stage your roses. HAVE A GO!!!

The schedule for the show and the details for entering are 
in the schedule for the show at: https://
www.camdenshow.com/2023-show/2023-competitions-
schedule under the Flowers and Pot Plants category.

Whoflungdung is a biologically activated, nutrient rich, weed 
free, absorbent, super mulch. Most significantly, Whoflungdung 
reduces, if not eliminates, the nitrogen draw-down which is 
often reflected in plants after mulch has been applied.

https://www.camdenshow.com/2023-show/2023-competitions-schedule
https://www.camdenshow.com/2023-show/2023-competitions-schedule
https://www.camdenshow.com/2023-show/2023-competitions-schedule


Macarthur Diary

Meeting Dates

4th March - Visit to 
Vitocco Rose Garden

17th March - Southern 
Highlands Rose Show

24 March - Camden Show including the Camden Rose 
Show

1st April - General Meeting

6th May - General Meeting

3rd June - AGM followed by the general meeting and 
Cut Above Tools presentation

30 June - annual membership fees due

1st July - General Meeting

5th August - General Meeting 

2nd September - General Meeting 

7th October - General Meeting

21-22 October - National Rose Show in Perth WA

Early October or November Our Spring Rose Show 

4th November - General Meeting

2nd December - Christmas Party

March Birthdays
 

3rd Pauline Jelich
14th David Hawke

26th Helen O'Hearn
27th Jan Stibbard

28th Maureen Kennedy
28th Andrew Wardle

20th March - Enter the Camden Show Rose competition

24 March - stage my roses at the Camden Show

We meet at the CWA Camden Hall on the first 
Saturday of each month other than January at 2:00pm. 
The venue can be accessed through the Coles 
Camden carpark either as a pedestrian or with a 
vehicle. 

Coles Camden is at 19 Murray Street, Camden.
Alternatively, the carpark of the CWA can be
accessed from the first roundabout on Cawdor Road
opposite the Camden Bowling and Sports Club.

We are open from 1:30pm to give you time to 
arrange your roses for the show bench prior to the
meeting. Oasis can be purchased at the show
bench preparation area for $1 per block.
There is also a Buy, Sell and Swap table for our
home grown produce and other products we
may want to share. Our library of rose books are 
available at our meetings.

Come along enjoy great conversation, beautiful roses
and meet new friends. All are welcome. For
further information telephone: 0410 444 562


