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MEETING AT PEACE PARK
SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER AT

MEETING
a meeting at Peace Park on
Saturday October 24
to check out the pruning of our roses,
the garden beds and to fertilise with
Sudden Impact. Colin will check in with
Kiama Council in readiness for preparing
a team to maintain the roses. We will
check in about this.

1.30-3.30 P.M.

Message from the Chair
Dear Members

Rose photo
Vase of Firefighter,
Kardinal, Rebell & Pope John Paul 2

It’s amazing that it is October already, and instead of preparing for the Kiama Conference
we are doing our best to find a way to gather.
Unfortunately, the icy windy weather in September made it too difficult to meet at Peace
Park and so we will give it another go. It is safer to meet in open spaces than in a hall
We will use the opportunity to speak
about issues with our roses, and to bring where we would have to wipe down every chair and have it spaced out so far that we
along the first blooms from our gardens. would only be able to fit about 15 people in the hall. So, we will aim for a similar program
BRING ALONG A CHAIR
at Peace Park, and if the weather is inclement check your email as I would notify everyone
by 10.00 a.m. if it is not able to go ahead. Hopefully, we may be able to begin organising
NEWSLETTER TOPICS
a team to look after the garden at the meeting. Don’t forget to bring a chair a rose(s)
- In Your Garden this Month- Wagner’s
from your garden to share and a mug for afternoon tea.
- What is happening on the arches
- Around the Illawarra RidgesI went to the park on the meeting date and checked the roses. They were doing very well
Peace Park
and some photos are included in the newsletter. I’ve also included some photos of our
--Ribbonwood Peace Garden
-Allan Read roses at the Wollongong planting at the Peace Garden at the Dapto Ribbonwood Centre and of the newly planted
Botanic Garden
roses bred by Allan Read at the Botanic Garden.
---News from the Committee
Currently I’m negotiating with the Ribbonwood management for an official opening of
the Peace Garden in October, though we are waiting for the special seat with the plaque
to be installed. The roses are in bud so it would be lovely to have it celebrated when the
roses are blooming. We would also like to have a rose display at the Centre in the
outdoors for the public to see, and will call on you to bring along some roses from your
garden. I will send out a message as soon as a date is sorted.
Again I’ll borrow some rose growing information from Brian Wagner on looking after our
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roses as we approach summer. Enjoy your blooms.

Kristin

(Chair)

In your garden this month...
Brian is never tired to repeat it: Watering must be your priority if you want to grow healthy and
strong roses.
Fungal diseases are often stress-related, and one of the main reasons for stress is lack of water.
Always check the soil around your plant, or in the pot, and make sure it never dries out.
Sometimes the soil might be damp on the top, but it is very dry further down where the roots need to
be replenished and where they take up the nutrients.
Here are Brian's tips to water your roses correctly.

Water less often but longer
Roses can develop a very big root system- at least 2 metres longand spread widely and deeply under the base of the plant.
So, when you water your roses, you need to make sure all the
area around the plant gets wet, up to at least 1 metre away from
the base.
Alfred Sisley – shrub rose
-Water less often - even only 1-2 times a week - but longer and deeper.
- Check the soil the day after you watered: dig a spade-depth hole 30 cm away from the rose: the
soil at the bottom of the hole needs to be moist; if it's dry, water again and longer.
- In the event of extreme heat, water deeply 1 or 2 days before.
- If you are watering overhead, do it preferably early morning to give the foliage plenty of time to dry
out.
To know more about the correct watering, watch this video.
(Click on to the video – it is very well worth watching and it will come up on your screen)
- If you're using drip irrigation, make sure you check and clean the system quite regularly.
Space the drip lines around 60cm and run them parallel.
To hear the pros and cons of drip irrigation,

watch this video.

Did You Know...?
Did you know that nutrient uptake is greater through the foliage than
the root system?
So, fish and kelp base foliage spray is very beneficial for your plants,
preferably given every 2-3 weeks.
A combination of foliage and
soil applications of fertilizer is ideal.

Why not try Seamungus and GoGo Juice, or other seaweed base spray……
TAKEN FROM BRIAN WAGNER OF WAGNER’S ROSE NURSERY WITH THANKS
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RIBBONWOOD CENTRE DAPTO- COMMEMORATIVE PEACE ROSE GARDEN-

This was the planting on 3 September by some of our members.
THE ROSES NOW ARE BUDDING:

SOME PHOTOS FROM PEACE PARK KIAMA – 26 SEPTEMBER 2020

Peace Rose

Peace (Colin Hollis) 9/10/2020

Sally Holmes
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My Hero – rose bed

WOLLONGONG BOTANIC GARDEN PROJECT
PLANTING OF ALLAN READ ROSES IN THE WOLLONGONG BOTANIC GARDENS – 10 September 2020

A visit to the Gardens to check their progress on 9th October 2020

Shining Bride

Shining Bride

Sarah Anne

Shining Bride

WOLLONGONG BOTANIC GARDEN IS WORTH A VISIT It was a beautiful morning visiting the garden and I thought what a lovely place we could visit as a Region….. maybe
we could think about having our last meeting for the year November as a Christmas Picnic – something to think about.

The Rose Garden

some of the roses

Rugosa Rose

Australian rose bed
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Tea Rose

PROGRESS OF THE CLIMBERS ON MY ARCHES
The roses are gradually growing up the arches, - and I have been tying the stems horizontally along the side rungs so that
the laterals will grow up and produce blooms all the way up the arch. However, I discovered that there was a sucker
growing from my Blaze of Glory which I had fervently tied to a rung, and it looks like Multiflora. I decided to leave it there
for the moment as it was about to flower and full of buds. When it has flowered I will have to pull it off the bush. My
Dublin Bay just planted is also beginning to show buds and it will be up that arch by the end of the year. The pink Dream
Weaver is very happy with the extra support, and the David Austin rose Windemere is using the arch as a resting post until
Jasmina grows up ready to be tied to the rungs.

The sucker- Multiflora

Sucker below the top cane coming from below bud union Dreamweaver and Duet in front

Welcome to new member Ray Wills - Ray is happy to assist us with the Peace Park Garden.

NEWS FROM THE ILLAWARRA ROSE COMMITTEE –
The Committee met by Zoom on 17th September mainly to prepare for the meeting at Peace Park which sadly did not
eventuate. We hope the weather will be kind to us in October. Robert, our trustworthy and efficient Treasurer gave us
the report on our finances which were approved by the Committee. Lorrie reported on a review he undertook with Laurie
Irvine on the process for the ordering, storage and collection of the Neutrog products as well as the Occupational Health
and Safety Issues in organizing this. The extra help Laurie received made a huge difference. Our thanks to Hans and the
staff at Hardware Man as this has made it so much easier for us. All products were delivered and our thanks also to
members who collected them within the week. We were very conscious not to take too much room for too long at the
Hardware Man.
A consultation was held with the State Council members re the State AGM, and as the NSW Department of Fair Trading
allowed organisations such as ours to carry over our meeting to 2021 and to incorporate the financial report into the 2021
meeting, it was decided not to have a meeting whilst restrictions were in place. Very few of the Regions were meeting at
this time, though the open garden meeting was being considered.
The International Rose Convention to be held in Adelaide will now be held in 2022, though we are all concerned about the
state of countries overseas. We hope we will at least be able to support this venture strongly within Australia if there are
problems with travel in two years. We still look forward to holding the National Rose Championships in Kiama in October
2021. So hopefully we will see those who can come to our meeting in October, and we look forward to a happy afternoon.
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