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Message from the Chair
Dear Members
It is amazing that we have been restricted from our meetings for almost three months now and
we Nare getting used to staying at home. The Committee had discussed at the last meeting in
May when might we be able to get together again. We are still very aware of the restrictions
and safety needs especially for those with chronic health problems and the recommendations
that we who are seniors should not venture too far out.

However, we thought that an open air opportunity would present itself with pruning at Peace
Park in July. We can carry out the annual pruning there with demonstrations for the public,
though always maintaining social distance, use of hand sanitiser, and hopefully a better
weather day than last year. So please come along and bring some lunch and a thermos on
Saturday 26 July (our usual meeting day) between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. We won’t be having the
usual sales of slices, cake and coffee because of the restrictions and complications of this year.
The pruning is a week later than our usual time but it should not make much difference to the
Wishing good health to those spring showing of the roses.
who are unwell:
One of the important announcements for the Illawarra is the postponement of the Kiama 2020
Sue Kingsford
National Rose Championships to 15-18 October 2021. We are fortunate that Destination NSW
Robert Curll
has agreed to the postponement and carry over of the grant.
Max Atkins has sent a wonderful letter about his roses and the loss he endured in the bushfire
for you to read. Also thank you to Moira Etheridge for her photos and little story about her
garden. Please keep sending us your photos and stories for the next newsletter.
Also we are about to farewell Robert and Helen Curll who are going to live in Quirindi with
supported residential accommodation for Robert. We are grateful for all that both have
contributed to the Illawarra over all these years and wish them happiness close to their family
and grandchildren, and good health for their significant contribution to the community,
nominated from the Illawarra1Region through the Rose Society of NSW Inc. Please see the letter
from Helen and our farewell to them on the next page.
(Chair)

Kristin

FAREWELL TO HELEN & ROBERT CURLL- BUT STILL WITH US AS WELL
We just heard this past week that Robert has been enabled a place in a residential facility at Quirindi, and as we know
that when these opportunities come up they must be taken up as quickly as possible. Therefore Helen and Robert are
departing fairly suddenly to Quirindi. In the midst of all this preparation to move, Helen has written a letter to you all.

“Wybalena”
JAMBEROO 2533
7th June 2020
Dear Members of the Illawarra Rose Society,
I am writing this to thank all the members very much for your friendship and the
help you have given Robert and I over the last number of years. We have enjoyed
the rose meetings and especially the Rose Shows. The Rose Shows were a lot of
work but the general public enjoyed them and that is what the shows are about,
friendship in roses. I cannot say enough so please continue to enjoy the meetings,
visits to gardens and the shows. Please support your committee as it is not always
easy and all members cannot be pleased.
Robert is moving into full time Residential Care in Quirindi. This has not been an
easy decision but he is having too many falls and there have been some
complications. We have amazing family who live there and I am looking forward to spending some time with them. Robert
has already requested his miniature roses be taken there and planted at our son’s home. I can see him encouraging folk to
grow roses up there.
Our very best wishes for the future. We are not giving up our memberships so will keep up with the news.
Everyone take care and stay safe.
Best Wishes for the Future in Roses
Helen & Robert Curll.

Just a few of the many things that Robert and Helen did for the Rose Society in the
Illawarra Region. We are very grateful for their dedication. When we gather to prune
at Peace Park in July, Robert and Helen will very much be in our thoughts and wishes
for the best and for their happiness.
The Illawarra Rose Region.
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In your garden this month...
It’s almost pruning time again – and as Brian Wagner from Wagner’s Rose Nursery says, don’t attempt until after the
shortest day of the month. In our Region we usually prune late June to mid-July, but if in a frosty area, wait until the last
frosts pass as the occasional warm days can bring on foliage which will be burnt off by the frosts. Most of us on the
seaboard are not so prone to frosts, though you will know your own area and how prone it is to late frosts.
So in the garden this month:
• Keep making sure your roses don’t dry out and have enough water
• Dead head your roses and use white oil to kill off any scale that can get on to the roses at this time
• Prepare the soil for any new roses you have ordered – don’t forget the Seamungus
• The roses will be getting tall and straggly, don’t worry they will be pruned soon; and you will find a lot more
blackspot because of the cool damp weather. Don’t worry pruning will happen soon and those leaves will be
cleared.
• Begin to clean and sharpen your tools ready for the winter pruning.
• Check to see you have lime sulphur to spray on the roses after pruning
• Enjoy the last of your blooms before they are pruned off.

Ordering new roses? -

a special discount

We have some great nurseries we can order those special roses on-line. Go through their catalogues, usually on their
websites. We have good news from Wagner’s Rose Nursery who is offering a 10% discount to members of the Rose
Society. They also are offering to pay the annual membership for the current year for orders over $400
All you need to do is to quote the following code with your orders.

#ROSSOC2020!

Now to pruning
Procedure: Ensure you have sharpened tools- secateurs, loppers and pruning saws, methylated spirits or some other antibacterial substance such as tea tree oil for cleaning secateurs and other tools between bushes and after cutting diseased
canes; plastic bag to place diseased leaves into; a bag for cuttings for compost bins; gloves, preferably elbow length for
your own protection; a brush and some Eco Oil for cleaning off scale from trunk and canes; lime sulphur for spraying onto
completed pruned rose.
PRUNE: Remember 4 D’s - DISEASED

DEAD DAMAGED DIDDLY BITS AND CROSSING CANES
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Begin by cutting off the tops of the rose bush with the leaves etc., and remove leaves, place diseased leaves in a bag. Have
a good look at the structure of the bush before moving on further. Suckers come from the roots under the bud union
usually at an angle in the soil beneath the rose. Don’t cut but pull the sucker out. Dig down if need be. Pick up leaves
from under the bush and spray bush and soil around it with lime sulphur.

Some advice from Sandra Turner President of Victoria Rose Society as in Neutrog Pooh Bah Times:
𝐁𝐮𝐬𝐡 𝐑𝐨𝐬𝐞𝐬 – Cut your bush back by half or by two thirds of its height. Remove all dead wood or old canes which did
not produce good growth in the previous season. Also remove any thin and twiggy growth and remove crowded
branches. Always prune to an outward facing bud and cut on a slight angle about ½ cm above the bud.
𝐒𝐭𝐚𝐧𝐝𝐚𝐫𝐝 𝐑𝐨𝐬𝐞𝐬 – Use the same procedure as above whilst retaining a rounded ball shape.
𝐂𝐥𝐢𝐦𝐛𝐞𝐫𝐬 – Your climbing rose is unlikely to require pruning for the first few years. If it’s a juvenile, just tidy and remove
any dead branches. During its youth is the best time to get your climber into the position to be a real show stopper. If
you monitor your climber for a few years you’ll be able to observe its flowering habits. After spring flowering is
generally the best time to prune your climber by removing any laterals back to a strong frame. If you’re planting a new
climber, keep in mind that it’s often much easier in a pruning sense to simply tie the rose to its support. If you weave
stems in an out, it makes the plant more difficult to prune. Plants which are tied back can easily be untied, pruned and
tidied and then re-tied.
Do not remove the new long climbing canes, as these will produce next season’s flowers. Tie canes into position over the
arch, or fan out against the structure they’re growing against. The more horizontally trained, the better. This will mean
more laterals and therefore more flowers. Every couple of years, remove an old cane to ground level, which will
encourage a strong new water shoot.
If you haven’t already done so, now is the time to apply Seamungus throughout your garden. The soil will be bursting
with health and life, and when you apply your first application of Sudden Impact for Roses in spring, the results will be
brilliant. I always like to mulch after pruning as well, as access is easier and there are less thorns to deal with. You’ll find
that Whoflungdung keeps your soil temperature constant over winter, which means an optimum result when flowering
starts. Let’s face it – we rosarians do love the flower. (From Neutrog Pooh Bah Times – June 2020)

Come to our pruning day at Peace Park Kiama – Saturday July 26 10-3.00 and have a go with members
Also Brian Wagner is organizing an online demonstration on their Face Book Page Also Brian Wagner is organizing an
online demonstration on their Face Book Page – Sunday 21st June, 2p.m (SA Time)
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A letter from Max Atkins about his roses and the devastating bush fire
RESILIENT ROSES
Many people have heard or read on the net of our
devastation in the bushfires that struck our place and
many others on the 31st December 2019. For Val and I it
was complete devastation – 150 year old heritage listed
house and nine associated outbuildings, kilometres of
fencing, pasture, forest and 200 roses.
It is the roses that has caused some pleasure out of the
‘doom and gloom’. From a careful study of the rose
garden about three days after the event I concluded that
if I saved about ten of the lot, I would be doing well.
Roses that grew west of this historical house.
The fire went completely over them all, burning down the fence surrounding them and leaving the bushes either
burned right to the ground, or having two or three short burnt off main stems left that were killed by heat. I must add
that mulch doesn’t help when it comes to fire, especially if it contains wood chips etc.
However, after about a week I could see the first sign of a shoot from around the base of some of the minis. I concluded
that maybe it was worth watering about twenty or so that were furtherest away from the worst of the heat. After another
week – the conclusion “I think I’m going to get more than ten”. So it continued with more and more showing really strong,
health shoots from near or just under the ground.
My main aim before the fire was to have roses for Berry, Nowra and Milton Shows as in previous years. However this year
was not normal. Berry was forced to cancel, Nowra went ahead in a modified way, and Milton scheduled for a later date,
5th -6th March went ahead as normal. I had told everyone that I would have no roses for any shows, but as time went on
I could see that maybe I would get a few for Milton.
I picked my first rose for Val on 14th February (Valentine’s Day). I couldn’t believe it – a beautiful red – “Veteran’s Honour”
– 6 weeks and 3 days after being burnt completely to the ground.
By Milton Show, after nine weeks, maybe as many as forty were in flower – like a new spring flush, not big flowers, but as
health, fresh, bright and vibrant as you could imagine. It amazed everyone (especially me) that I had 28 pretty good entries
in the sixteen classes at the show.
As I write this, about 16 weeks after the fire, I must say that I haven’t seen healthier beds of roses. Now about 80 have
survived and are thriving – not a sign of aphids, thrips, mites or black spot despit having rain every few days since early
February. So I now know how to have ‘pest and disease’ free robust roses – “put a fire over them”! Even so I don’t really
want that to happen again.
I must add that they haven’t been fertilized or sprayed since the fire, and the only water was for the first four weeks prior
to the February rain. Maybe potash is more important than we realise.
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My one big disappointment was the loss of my “Red
Gem’ sport that I had big hopes for. This was a natural
mutation branch on my “Red Gem” miniflora. It had
perfectly formed flowers similar to its parent but had
“Queen Elizabeth” pink flowers. I had made 2
unsuccessful attempts to strike cuttings from it but it still
had a strong branch on the parent plant. But alas even
though the main plant has come again from the root, the
above ground stems did not survive. Hence my new
miniflora I was going to call “Pink Salmon” is now only a
pipe dream.However, my ‘resilient roses’ have been a
constant joy and have helped to keep both Val and I
sane, allowing us to have 2 or 3 vases of roses in the
house constantly during this period when we needed
something to think about.
I am submitting two ‘historical photos’ taken during 2018 just for the memories. The one with a lot of roses was taken in
November west of the house, and the ‘autumn’ tree photo was taken on the North Side.
Max Atkins. (And we marvel at how resilient you and Val are Max. May you both flourish like your roses)

AROUND OUR ROSE GARDENS IN THE ILLAWARRA
This month we are visiting Moira Etheridge’s garden and this is her story:
“ I live on an acre in a rural setting with distant ocean views. Apart from gardens surrounding our home, there are three
large rose gardens containing 59 roses at present - I lost a couple in the drought but the survivors have never looked better
- and there are another 19 roses in other areas of the garden - although there always seems to
be a lot more when it comes to rose pruning and fertilising time. Unfortunately
our neighbour's goats adore my roses. They're quite addicted to them and use
all sorts of wily methods to get through the fences. I'm in the process of
establishing a camelia hedge on the western boundary as well as a lilly-pilly
hedge also in progress in an attempt to cut down on the strong westerly wind.
It's quite surprising how tough and beautiful camellias are. There's a small herb
garden near the kitchen. The top gardens are hydrophobic and require serious counselling with
manure. We rely on rainwater for the home and garden and the recent heavy rain has resulted
in a very happy, prolific garden. I've been here for 25 years and it's a beautiful, blissful
place to live.
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RIBBONWOOD CENTRE DAPTO- COMMEMORATIVE PEACE GARDEN
In 1995 a small rose garden was established outside the Ribbonwood Centre at Dapto to commemorate the 80 th
Anniversary of Gallipoli and was opened by our esteemed NSW Rose President when he was the Member for Throsby.
The garden had fallen into a lot of disrepair and the Manager (Vicki Weir) wished to rejuvenate the garden with new
roses. Last year Colin Hollis and I presented four sessions at the Ribbonwood library to members of the Public on
growing roses and hoped to use the rejuvenation of the rose garden as a demonstration. However, unfortunately
road works intervened. Now after almost twelve months the garden is about to procee d and the
first will be the preparation of the soil. Vicki had ordered roses last year and in July we intend
to prune and plant them and are hoping we will be able to bring some members of the public
along to learn through demonstration how to carry out these rose tasks. Hopefully the Rose
Garden will bloom once more and be a place of joy for the public who view it. Kristin Dawson

NEWS FROM THE ILLAWARRA ROSE COMMITTEE
The Regional Committee met again on the 21st May (by Zoom) to check in and share any news pertinent to the Illawarra
Region of the Rose Society. WE did the usual approval of the funding report, and also thanks to Lorrie Zammit have now
begun the development of an assets register of all property belonging to the Illawarra Region Rose Society and where it is
located. There are still more items to list, especially of show equipment. We have received our insurance certificate from
RSNSW and also confirmation from the Department of Fair Trading that the suggested move to hold off on an AGM until
next year was approved. We also considered awards that are promoted by Garden Clubs of Australia and nominated
Robert & Helen Curll for the Ann Williams Clark Medallion for Outstanding Service within the Rose Society. The
recommendation was sent to the Awards Committee of the Rose Society of NSW and has been approved. We look for a
way that we may be able to present this award to Robert and Helen for their great dedication to the Illawarra Region of
the Rose Society. We are waiting now news from Garden Clubs of Australia for the medallion which will be forwarded to
Robert & Helen. If anyone is heading that way it would be lovely for it to be presented to them in person.

REMINDER TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE NEWSLETTER POSTED: COST
$11 FROM JUNE 30 – PLEASE PAY THIS TO ROBERT COADY THE
ILLAWARRA TREASURER AND NOT WITH THE RENEWAL AS IT WILL GO
TO THE STATE FUNDS.
DON’T FORGET, RENEWALS ARE DUE AT THE END OF JUNE.
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