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MEETING AT PEACE PARK

MEETINGS

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER AT

No meeting in August,
but we are planning
a meeting at Peace Park on
Saturday September 26
to check out the pruning of our roses
and to fertilise with Sudden Impact.

1.30-3.30 P.M.

We will use the opportunity to speak
about issues with our roses, and to bring
along the first blooms from our gardens.

BRING ALONG A CHAIR
NEWSLETTER TOPICS
- In Your Garden this Month
- Transplanting a rose- Wagner’s
- Pruning Day in July
- Raising the arbour
-Projects in the Illawarra
--News from the Committee
-NEUTROG ORDER ATTACHED
Due 30th August 2020

Rose photo New foliage- the promise
of spring
Rose- Sarah Anne bred by Allan Read

Message from the Chair
Dear Members

It is amazing to think it is half-way through August already and as the cartoon goes, I’m
subtracting this year from my age as I haven’t lived it. However, we all have lived in a
most unusual era and thankfully for our gardens, the cycle of life continues before our
eyes. As this past weekend has brought on such huge downpours of rain and cyclonic
winds my thoughts go out to all those who have suffered floods and damage to property
and gardens. Such difficult times especially for those in our southern coastal areas.
Our pruning day was a great success, with beautiful morning sunlight and so wonderful
to see 19 members and six visitors to Peace Park. There are some photos and more to
say about Peace Park in the following pages. We decided to hold a Spring meeting in the
outdoors in September to follow up the pruning outcomes – so bring a chair along, and
we will keep a safe distance.
Our Neutrog orders are due to Laurie Irvine by the end of August to enable a delivery in
late September – and thanks again to Laurie and to Hans for facilitating this order.
Bunnings Barbecue was cancelled, and many thanks to Lorrie Zammit’s liaison, the Region
was given $500 worth of vouchers which we will use for the raffle at the Kiama National
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Rose Championships next year. It was a very cold wet day so we were saved.
In this time of a rampaging virus, stay safe and well, and mask up for your protection-

Kristin

(Chair)

In your garden this month...
This month will depend on where your plants are up to – if they were pruned earlier and you have had some warm sunny
days you may already see lots of sprouting of foliage. I love it at this time when the leaves are free of fungus and disease
looking so fresh and vibrant.
WATCH OUT FOR THE RAIN AND DO THIS JUST BEFORE – THE EARTH SHOULD BE DAMP
BEFORE and AFTER FERTILISING- AND THEN WATCH THE RAIN SOAK IN THESE ROSE
GOODIES.
If your roses have foliage on them now, begin to fertilise them, even though it is a little early,
they are no longer dormant and will appreciate the food. I give them Sudden Impact for
Roses, some Seamungus to condition the soil and begin to mulch with Cow manure
(Cock’nBull) and WhoFlungDung. Some prefer to use Blood and Bone, and other manures
and that is fine. I may kill with some kindness but some Epsom Salts are given with a
scratching of the bud union to encourage those basal shoots to grow and provide the new
canes for the season’s blooms.
Check your soil, and if the pH is too low (below 6.5)- that is more acidic as occurs in this
region, sweeten the soil with a sprinkling of dolomite lime.

SOME ADVICE FROM BRIAN WAGNER ON TRANSPLANTING ROSES
When moving a healthy, ‘established’ rose – one that has been thriving for at least two or three
years - we suggest the following:
1. Dig around the plant, taking out as much of the root ball and its surrounding soil as
possible.
2. If replacing this rose with another one, it is important to remove around 30 to 40 cms cubed
of soil from the area: the bigger the root ball, the more soil needs to be removed.
3. At this point, bulk up the area with fresh soil, containing plenty of organic matter, or
supplement the area with blood and bone, cow manure or compost.
4. The old soil may be reused somewhere else - simply move it to another part of the garden.
A new, ‘replacement’ rose can then be planted.
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If replanting the old ‘established’ rose in a new spot:
1. Cut its roots back and cut out wood to around 20 centimetres in height, pruning back hard.
Don’t be afraid of pruning it back hard as it will give the rose every opportunity to establish
itself in its new position.
2. Plant the rose.
3. Again, supplement the soil with a healthy dose of blood and bone, cow manure or compost,
and water in well. Seamungus is also good to use to condition the soil at this time.

Wagner’s Nursery still has some beautiful roses left in stock. Don’t forget you can get a 10% discount and it’s not
too late to order as bare root roses can be planted now: All you need to do is to quote the following code with your
orders.

#ROSSOC2020! Find the catalogue on: https://www.wagnersrosenursery.com.au/

Two of the many beauties still available

Princess Claire of Belgium

Espresso

TRELOAR ROSES ALSO HAVE A FEW ROSES STILL AVAILABLE
Three of some of the popular roses in their online catalogue still available are Unconventional Lady (fundraising rose for
the Adelaide International Rose Convention in 2022), Mother’s Love and Soul Sister- Watch for their discounted end of
bareroot season for a bargain at
www.treloarroses.com.au
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AROUND THE RIDGES OF THE ILLAWARRA REGION
PRUNING DAY AT PEACE PARK ON 25TH JULY
We were so delighted to see so many of our members (19) at Peace Park in Kiama for the pruning
day and six visitors. Though a local member of the community had pruned many roses to keep
herself busy during the restricted social distancing time, there were still plenty of roses left for us to
work on and to demonstrate to those who came to see how to prune them. We also planted the
rose donated by a community member from Austinmer, Sally Holmes to honour Jill East our patron,
who has a special love for this rose.
We noticed that many of the roses were in poor condition and that they
needed to be replaced and for us to establish a team to oversee the roses
in the park. Colin Hollis and Kristin Dawson will meet with Kiama Council,
for further assistance and the team of Rose Society members and
interested members will be gathered to plan the ongoing maintenance of the garden and its
further development. An informal meeting was held after pruning, and after enjoying a cup of
coffee/tea and some luscious goodies brought to the pruning by Lorraine Vost. We discussed
the formation of the team and that our meeting in September would be held at the park as being
an open-air venue it would be safe with social distancing. It would be an opportunity to check
out our pruning, to discuss rose growing issues and to fertilise the roses which by that stage would have foliage. So come
to the meeting and bring a chair and wear your mask.
Photos above: Sally Holmes rose and Colin digging the hole for planting the rose while Lorrie Zammit prunes the climber

Laurie Irvine demonstrating pruning the standards,
Lorrie Zammit and Jenny Swan onto the climbers, Shirley & Diane
look on
Peter Goodger demonstrating pruning that very large Children’s
Rose,
Lorraine Vost directing traffic with Jill’s grandniece netballer
Kristin with Barbara & Jack admiring our work with the special
Peace Park Peace Rose below
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RAISING THE ARCHES AT HOME IN KANAHOOKA -IN Kristin’s garden
For more than two years I’ve wanted to replace the arches that had fallen apart in my garden. Thankfully I met up with
Bart Lago at the Illawarra Regional Christmas Party and learned that he had an engineering business at Unanderra and
would be able to manufacture these arches for me. So now my pruning was completed Bart and Kerrie arrived with the
arches built according to my specification and installed them for me in the garden.
I’d lost my beautiful Dublin Bay climber in January, because it was planted too close to a large shrub and the roots had
no chance in the drought, so a new one was ordered and planted at the tallest arch. It grows very tall and strong. I’ve
also planted Jasmina on the shorter arch. The spindly canes of the other climbers have been tied horizontally along the
rungs so that the shoots will grow from the cane with blooms across the rungs and up and down the arches. I’d learnt
that it is better to tie those canes rather than twist them around the arch as once they have grown it is more difficult to
prune them once they grow into the arch. When the arches are covered with roses, I’ll report back to you all. Kristin

WHAT A TEAM – YOU COULDN’T FIND BETTER - THANK YOU BART & KERRIE
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RIBBONWOOD CENTRE DAPTO- COMMEMORATIVE PEACE ROSE GARDENAt this stage the soil has arrived and the boundary of the re-established rose garden
has been completed. We have yet to receive word when the roses are to be planted.
The centre rose will be a weeping standard Seafoam and other roses have been
waiting in pots ready for the planting, include: Aussie Magic, Blushing Pink Iceberg,
Afternoon Delight and Aspirin.
It is hoped that we might be able to contribute two standard Seduction on either side
of Seafoam and have yet to organize this. At this stage there is no date for planting,
but we will notify you and the public who may wish to come to be a part of the activity.
It is hoped, depending on health restrictions that we might be able to arrange an
official opening and a display of our rose blooms from our gardens in the Illawarra for
the public to see as there has been no rose show this year.

Photo: Colin Hollis with Charmayne Salter (Community Facilities Manager) and
Vicki Weir (Manager) Ribbonwood Centre.

WOLLONGONG BOTANIC GARDEN PROJECT
Another planting still to take place is of the Allan Read roses. It is anticipated that a planting of these roses will take place
before the end of August when the Rose Garden staff are ready. We will let you know when this will occur so that you
can be invited to attend.

NEWS FROM THE ILLAWARRA ROSE COMMITTEE
The Committee has not met this month and as there is little business to attend to will wait until September to meet
again. However: Welcome

to new members:

Cindy Swift from Nowra

David Andriske from Kiama and

It was great to meet David at pruning day, and Cindy we hope you are ok and have
not been too affected by the flooding rains in Nowra.
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