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Central Coast-Lake Macquarie Rose Region 

email: cclmregionalrosesecretary@gmail.com

Chairperson:  Karen Lucas Thong  (email:  kazzerkat2@outlook.com) 

Meetings are on the 3rd Sunday of each month at the  

Woodbury Park Community Centre 

1 Woolmers Cres. Mardi,  at 1.30pm for a 2.00pm start 

Message from the Chair 

Hello Rosarians, 

These have been trying times and if you are like me, you can hardly wait to get out and mix 

with other people again. We need to be cautious how we do it and are slowly being able to  

interact with others again. I don’t know when our meetings will resume, but you can be as-

sured that when council contacts me about returning to the Community Hall, I will let you know. 

How are your roses going. Mine still have a few blooms, but they are coming to an end as the 

weather gets colder and the days shorter. This is the time you can have a little rest in regards 

to your roses, but only a little one, as pruning season will soon be upon us. We want to do all 

we can to encourage those beautiful spring blooms. Pruning and fertilising are the way to do it. 

I have included a newsletter that I receive from “Green E Roses”. It has some very good      

advice and information about roses, so I recommend you read it. 

Your Rose Society membership is due this month. Please renew and keep our society going in 

these tough times. (You will find a membership renewal form accompanying your Winter 2020 

edition of NSW Rose.) 

Stay safe everyone and I look forward to seeing you all very soon. 

Kind regards 

Karen Lucas Thong  

P/S: I have spoken with CC Council and we have a tentative meeting resumption date for   

August, all going well.  Will confirm this date in the next newsletter. 
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Rose Care 

 
Coronavirus and social distancing has brought many people into their gardens. 

Some of you are confused as to what to do at this time of year, so hopefully these notes will assist. 

It is an interesting time of year, the nights are cold and the days are still warm. What is a rose to do? 
 
Weird things you may have observed: 
 
Dry soil. Check your soil moisture level, we have noticed it being very dry, even with the recent rain we 
have had. Lack of water will encourage fungal problems at this time of year. 
 
Less foliage. It is just the change in weather, cold nights are starting to encourage the roses to go 
dormant. 
 
You may have noticed black spot occurring on the leaves. Not to panic, it is just the change in weather. 
The days are warm, encouraging the roses to grow and the nights are cold encouraging the roses to 
drop their leaves in preparation for dormancy over the winter. You will notice that blackspot never oc-
curs on the youngest leaves, it only occurs on the older ones. Behind these older leaves you will see a 
new a bud eye. The roses are quite clever, they are stopping the supply of food to the older leaf  and 
given all their energy into the growth of the new bud. If the older leaf didn't get blackspot, it was about 
to go brown and drop off anyway.  
 
What can you do? 
You can do nothing, and let them fall off naturally, however once fallen collect from ground and place in 
rubbish bin as they can harbour pests on the ground. 
You can pick them off with your fingers/secateurs. 
You can apply a fungicide spray. We suggest eco-rose/eco fungicide (it is the same product). 
 
Aphids, the little green things on the soft tips of new growth and flower buds. What do they do? They 
can cause deformed flowers. Ladybirds are the natural enemy of aphids, they enjoy eating them. 

Article below reprinted from newsletter by: 

Green E Roses 

400 Galston Road 

Galston, NSW 2159 



 

 

The  next meeting will be held on:  

TBA due to Corvid restrictions. Tentatively in August 2020. 

 

Meetings are on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

at the Woodbury Park Community Centre,  

1 Woolmers Cres. Mardi at 1.30pm for a 2.00pm start 

We are on the Web! 

http://www.nsw.rose.org.au/central-coast-lake-macquarie 

email: cclmregionalrosesecretary@gmail.com  
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What do you do? 
Leave the ladybirds to do there thing, alternatively you can squish the aphids with your fingers or apply 
eco-oil to suffocate them. They eco-oil will not harm the ladybirds. 
 
Caterpillars, the larvae of moths and butterflies. They feed on flower buds and the foliage, creating holes 
and ragged edges on the rose leaves. 
 
What can you do? 
You can hand pick them and drop them in a bucket of soapy water. Alternatively again you can apply an 
eco-oil spray to help control them. 
If you have them in your flower buds, the spray will be ineffective. Cut of the flower buds and discard in 
the bin. 
 
When do I prune my roses? 
We recommend you prune your roses after you have had your last frost. 
 


